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SUBJECT: ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE 
REF: STATE 113817 

1 . AMBASSADOR KNUT THOMMESSEN WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR DISASTER 
RELIEF AT NORWEGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY ADVISES THAT WHILE NORWAY 
HAS RECEIVED NO RPT NO OFFICIAL APPEAL FOR ASSISTANCE TO 
ITALIAN EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS, IT HAS TOLD ITALIAN 
GOVERNMENT IT IS READY TO MEET ANY REASONABLE REQUEST. 
MOREOVER. NORWAY HAS OFFERED TO ITALY WITHOUT BEING 

ASKED USE OF HERCULES TRANSPORT PLANE, BUT WAS TOLD 
PLANE WAS NOT NEEDED AT THIS TIME. 

2. IN THE PRIVATE SECTOR. NORWEGIAN RED CROSS HAS 
GIVEN APPROXIMATELY $20,000 TO THE ITALIAN RED CROSS. 

NORWEGIAN SAVE THE CHILDREN FEDERATION IS SENDING 
25,000 TYPHOID VACCINES TO EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS AS 

A CONTRIBUTION TO VACCINATION PROGRAM UNDERWAY TO 
PREVENT BREAK-OUT OF EPIDEMICS. NORWAY'S SAVE THE 
CHILDREN FEDERATION IS COOPERATING WITH THE BRITISH 
SAVE THE CHILDREN FEDERATION ON THIS PROJECT. 

3. NORWAY HAS ALSO VOLUNTEERED ASSISTANCE FOR 
REHABILITATION STAGE OF EARTHQUAKE RELIEF. AMBASSADOR 
THOMMESSEN MENTIONED POSSIBILITY OF SUPPLYING PRE- 
FABRICATED HOUSING TO EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS IN THIS 
CONNECTION. ITALY HAS NOT RESPONDED TO THIS OFFER. 
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